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From June 2023 
(Volume 142) 


USA Road Trip#2 


Downtown Broadway. Pizzas, Tacos and tortillas on the street in LA at night 


As night falls, the streets of Downtown LA fill with brightly coloured illuminated 


Photo History 


taco trucks and pizza vans and tortillas. There are always a crowd of people around 


enjoying the street food 
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this Taco stall doing great 


business all night long 
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Our regular morning 
breakfast was a real 
treat. Great coffee, 
toasted focaccia with 
prosciutto and mozza- 
rella and a freshly 
squeezed OJ. The guys 
and the owner were a 
great advert for LA and 
we became friends 
with all the staff 
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„the morning smiles... 


EEK 


We stayed in a really quirky Air B&B in the Santa Ynez Valley while traveling 
along the Highway 101 on the Central Coast of California. The Santa Ynez 
Valley is the most significant part of the Santa Barbara County wine Country 


Coleen, aka Mrs Hudson was a total Sherlock Holmes addict and set com- 


petions (Lynn even won a bottle of her celebrated plum wine). She kept 


ducks and geese and her home was a shrine to Holmes and Watson 


The local town, Solvang was the 

‘Danish Capital of America’ and 

Coleen’s husband Elvin was Danish 

and made us typical foods for 
breakfast 


Ceci nest pas une pipe 


We found this character car rusting away quietly in 


the locality when we took an early morning walk 


Even the glasses 
were customised 
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Lynn spotted the 


hidden moustaches 
and won this bottle 
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Solvang was, of course, a really touristy attraction with its old-world 
European architecture and Danish history and culture. Ithad many 
boutique hotels, with that perfect example of “hygge” with its sleek 
Scandinavian design. There were many authentic Danish bakeries, 
Aebleskiver breakfasts, and inviting coffee houses 


Continuing northwards up the coast, we left the Santa Ynez Valley and arrived at 
Baywood in San Osos on 4th June ’23. This is a peaceful area of the Morro Bay 


Estuary that fronts Los Osos-Baywood Park offers ideal kayaking conditions and is 


home to over 250 species of birds. Our hotel, The Baywood Inn was right on the 
bay and we were told about the Elfin Forest locally which was a small but totally 
unique environment, maintained by local volunteers. 
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Our room over- 
looked the beauti- 
ful bay, guarded 
by this rather 
‘bald’ bear 


The boardwalks wound through the mini forest and allowed the habitat 


1 to remain totally undisturbed. The views over Morrow Bay with the iconic 


rock were superb and the whole concept was delightful, therefore apolo- 
The rock at 


Morrow Bay 


gies for so many pictures but we felt that The Elfin forest was unigue 


ns to come. 


when € 


en fall come: 
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Stickey Monkeytlower 


Diplocus aurantiacus, a perennial shrub 
blooms March through June. Native 
monkeyflowers 


s and nursery cultivars make 
avrallent sarden plants. 


You may have noticed spittlebug 
bubble houses on ceanothus and 
coyote brush plants. The bugs can suck 
up to 150 times their body weight of 
very dilute plant juices every day to 
make their bubbly homes from the fluid 
they secrete as they feed on the plants. 


drying out. Spittlebugs are the nymphs of insects known as froghoppers. The adults have flat faces 
far better tnan anv froa. 


The foamy liguid hides them from predators, holds the temperature constant and keeps the bug fror 
with wide spread eyes that resemble that of a frog. They can hop 100 times their body length That is 
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Mountain Lions (Puma concolor) are prevalent in this area. They are important members of 
this natural community and deserve our respect. If you see one make sure to keep your 
distance, keep children close, and re rt the sighting to parks staff. 


IF CONFRONTE 


e Remain calm. e Make yourself appear bigger than you 
+ DO NOT RUN OR TURN YOUR 3ACK as are by waving your arms, opening your 
this may trigger a chase, catch, and kill jacket if wearing one, etc. 
response. e Throw rocks or other objects at it. 
+ Do not crouch down or bend over as + Be vocal and yell at it with low-pitched 
this makes you look like a 4-legged prey tones or screams. 
animal. e Fight back if it attacks. 
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Small and mi A toa 1 
١ Ata full height of seven 

to 12 feet, the Pygmy 
Oak is a smaller version 
of the common Coast 
Live Oak. Many of the 
Pygmy Oaks in the 
Elfin Forest are over 
100 years old. To pro- 
tect these trees, please 
visit only the designated 

1 hh (| groves adjacent to the 

3 boardwalk. Also, do not 

| remove the leaf litter, 
disturb the soil near 
the trees, or damage 
tree limbs. These oaks 
represent a rare and 
valuable natural 


resource deserving B 
respect and protection. 
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...25 | said earlier, we found the 
Elfin Forest so special that | took 
so many photos. | apologise if 
you found them uninteresting 


and thank you for indulging me.. 
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Our next trip along The Big Sur was convoluted as it was 

partially closed (and had been for well over a year. This 

entailed detours which w had planned in case this was the 
case 


Big Sur is a rugged stretch of California's central coast between 
Carmel and San Simeon. Bordered to the east by the Santa Lucia = n - < 
Mountains and the west by the Pacific Ocean, it's traversed by E só 
narrow, 2-lane State Route 1, known for winding turns, seaside 
cliffs and views of the often-misty coastline. The sparsely popu- 
lated region has numerous state parks for hiking, camping and 
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The desolate seashore was 
very attractive and it was 
difficult to decide which shots 
to include 
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Carmel-by-the-Sea is known for its many attractions, with its 
incomparable crescent-shaped white-sandy, dog-friendly 
beach. There is the picturesque Scenic Road where its story- 
book cottages look like they have stepped straight out of a 
fairy tale. Even small ‘shacks’ fetch prices in the millions. The 
city council control roofing materials and cottage heights and 
every plot had very different architectural styles. 


Carmel-by-the-Sea is famous for its historic Spanish mission. 
Its cobblestone streets are lined with boutique shops, hidden >” 55 Sere ena 


delightful courtyards with fountains and manicured gardens, 


Point Sierra Nevada 


tasting rooms, and wonderful art galleries . The area behind 


Point Piedras Blancas 


| 
| 


Scenic Road was very very steep 


As you can see by this map , we left Barwood Park and drove along the Big Sur to 
Hearst Castle (ringed) . (Photos etc is in the next volume). However, the Big Sur Wass 


Point Estero ۷ ii 
still closed so we had to make this long detour shown to get to Carmel-by-the —Sea ESTERO MLS stani rana ١ 
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The property totally fascinated us and it is impossible to show the variety 

but here are some examples (with a Sotheby’s advert to give an example of 

the astronomical property prices ). Even very run-down shacks that looked 
make-shift were in the millions 
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0 Se Corner Of Scenic & 9th 
Carmel, CA, 93921 United States 


$16,995,000 
4 Bedrooms + 5 Bathrooms + 3,150 Sq Ft. 
0.11 Acre(s) 


Great views overlooking the 
sea in a lovely position but still 
very close to adjacent plots 
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...rather lovely.. 


irky houses and quirky folk 
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